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laboured to compensate the certain want of features, and
whim, and absolute gaiete du cceur which so distinguished
the lively original. Happily for the provinces, they have
their own humorists, to whose style they have been long
accustomed, and in sending them the better actor we might
not always benefit the new piece.

Among the conversational excellences of Lewis was the
power of telling a story well. He embellished the ground-
work usually, I confess $ but the additions were so rich and
brilliant that it was impossible to desire the narrative other
than he left it. There was a something high and gentle-
manly in his course of life; he never degraded himself in
dancing after patronage, but looked to his art and his in-
dustry as the sole means of attaining an honourable affluence
and he attained it. He fortunately burst away from the
ensnaring property of the great - London theatres, and con-
sequently passed his latter days in comfort, and left his
family wealthy.

The repose of Mrs. Siddons seemed now at some distance.
She had agreed to open the new house on the i8th of
September, 1809, in Lady Macbeth, and in dumb show
passed through the character, hooted and reviled by an
organised body of rioters, demanding to be admitted upon
the old prices, and thence called O. P's. This was a
second attempt on the part of the proprietors of theatres to
raise the rates of admission; and their opinions upon this
subject, like those of other men, seem to have fluctuated
with their interest. In the time of that miserable statesman
Lord North, those gentlemen were applied to on the sub-
ject of a tax upon the theatres, to be covered by a slight
addition to the money jpaid at their doors. Their answer
was most decidedly this: cthat any alteration in such a
matter ^must inevitably produce the absolute ruin of their
properties'; and so America escaped the armed invasion of
pantomime. When we think of such resources as these
among objects of taxation, we are apt to fancy there must
be some mistake in the history of later times, or that the
term of a heaven-born minister was applied without much
licence to William Pitt.

It is not my design to go into the history of the O. P.